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Skill Development

If a child is to develop competencies in reading, writing and mathematics, it is necessary to develop:

visual memory

auditory memory
hand/eye coordination
classification


spatial orientation
body image 

language acquisition
In order to develop these abilities a child needs experiences with:

configurations
figure-ground relationships
arranging objects in sequence
classifications
whole/part relationships
matching (shape/size/color)
measurement
verbal communication
solving problems


organizing objects in ascending and descending order 
These concepts and skills can be acquired as a child has time and space to initiate activities with such open -ended material as:


blocks  
cubes
pegs
finger paint
brush paint

dough
clay 
sand
water
wood

Thus, the basic concepts and skills for reading, writing and mathematics are all learned as children...

PLAY

Play is:

selecting
experimenting
measuring
coordinating
classifying
testing
conceptualizing
questioning
discussing
organizing
validating
observing
participating
discovering
enjoying
comparing
designing
building
classifying
subtracting
apportioning
restructuring
imagining
multiplying
sorting
improvising
initiating
fantasizing
pretending
directing
sharing
communicating
responding
dancing
listening
creating
transporting
constructing
comparing
achieving
adding
ordering
originating
balancing
dividing
arranging
socializing
cooperating
imitating
verbalizing
recreating
accomplishing
encouraging
recalling
moving
experiencing 
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