Seymour Heights Parent Participation Preschool
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Welcome to your “Observation Day” at Seymour Heights Preschool!  We are happy you’ve come and hope you have a relaxed and enjoyable experience.  Here are some helpful hints to get the most benefit from your visit:

Please feel free to:

· Enjoy some coffee or tea (keeping it away from the children, of course).

· Move about the room and check out the materials that are available to the children that day.

· Snoop! We have an abundance of toys and activities that are not put out each day. Open the cupboards, look behind the curtains and peer around the furniture – there’s lots to see.

· Check out the Parent Education Library.  We offer excellent resources to encourage successful parenting.

· Check out the Duty Schedules and job lists posted in the kitchen.  This gives you a good idea of how the workload is spread out.

· Join us for circle time and snack, if you wish.

Please try to avoid:

· Playing with the children. We know you can hardly wait to do this, but today needs to be a “fly on the wall” experience, where you are watching, rather than engaging.

· Long discussions with the Teacher and/or Duty Parents.  Our Enrollment Chair or her representative will happily answer any of your questions at the end of your observation session.

· Sitting on the activity tables or the stairs to the playhouse (during the freeplay time).

(THE FOLLOWING CHECKLIST IS TAKEN FROM THE PROVINCIAL CHILD CARE FACILITIES LICENSING BOARD, PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA)

Look for Adults Who:

· Listen to children when they speak and respond with interest and respect.

· Accept and value children’s ideas and suggestions.

· Display a sense of humor.

· Respond with care and understanding to a child who may be fearful, shy, upset, hurt or angry.

· Encourage children to be cooperative with each other.

· Promote the development of problem solving skills and a sense of independence.

· Set reasonable limits for behaviour and respond to inappropriate behaviour in a fair, consistent, and non-punitive manner.

· Initiate conversations with the children other than instructions, announcements and commands.

· Take time to be alone with individual children.

· Allow children a choice in many situations.

· Make the children feel good about themselves and other people.

The Facilities Program:

· Are there opportunities for both individual play and group activities?

· Are there opportunities for children to explore their environment through music and creative movement, fantasy play, blocks, construction toys, games, outdoor play and field trips?

· Is there a balance between free play and organized activities?

· Is there a consistent yet flexible schedule to the day?

· Are routines such as rest, toileting and mealtimes handled in a relaxed manner?

· If television is used, is it monitored as to program content and viewing time?

The Physical Environment:

Indoors:

· A warm, inviting, appealing setting.

· A generous amount of space that is well lit and comfortable in temperature.

· A setting that is clean and safe, i.e., locked cupboards for cleaning agents

· An area for a child to be alone.

· Provision for both quiet and active play.

· A good supply of varied, challenging, age-appropriate play materials.

· Safety precautions – fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, electrical outlet covers are present.

· Toys and materials that are in good repair and easily accessible to children.

· Children’s art work that is attractively displayed.

· Materials that reflect our multicultural society.

Outdoors:

· A safe and easily accessible play space.

· Play equipment and materials that are age-appropriate, imaginative and in good repair.

· Fenced play area.

If you still have some questions at the end of your observation, feel free to call our Enrollment Chairperson. 

You are now on your way to becoming a valued member of Seymour Heights Preschool!  We look forward to getting to know your child and family.

Doc. O-01 Observation Day Guidelines
Observation Day Guidelines


     Page 3 of 3

